INDICE

|. Background 1268
II. Objectives of this essay 1271
Ill. Methodological considerations 1272
IV. Historical evolution of the judiciary in Latin America

A. The colonial setting 1275
B. The post colonial setting 1282
V. The regional judiciary’s institutional setting 1285
A. Judicial independence 1286
B. separation of powers 1287
C. Selection system 1290
VI. The judiciary’s social functions 1292
A. Economy of transaction costs 1294
B. Neutrality of case management 1296
C. Predictability of institutions 1298
D. Political legitimacy 1301
VII. The institutional and organizational elements determining the

political legitimacy of the judicial process 1301
A. Equality and due process considerations

B. Accessibility of judicial procedures to the public 1303
C. Civil society participation in the judicial progress 1305
VIII. The regional judiciaries organizational setting

A. Prevailing corporate culture 1307
B. Prevailing Governance structure 1312
IX. Strategic objectives of a judicial reform process 1315
X. The political economy of judicial reform

A. Political economy constraints 1318
B. elements for the design of a productive judicial reform strategy 1322
XI. Conclusions 1324




