
INDICE 
 

Foreword xi 
Acknowledgments xv 
Abbreviatyions and glossary xvii 
Overview 1 
Nature and evolution of migration, 1990-2006 3 
Migrant remittances 6 
Determinants of migration 8 
Labor migration 13 
Methodology 
The report in perspective 

19 

1. Overview of migration trends in Europe and Central Asia, 1990-
2004 

 
23 

Problems with measuring migration in ECA 26 
Migration and population change 30 
Major migration flows in the ECA regions 32 
Refugees and internally displaced persons 37 
Transit and undocumented migration in the ECA region 41 
Major migration partners of the ECA countries 46 
Future migration trends in the region 50 
2. Migrants remittances 57 
Data 58 
Impact of remittances on development 60 
Economic impact of remittances 63 
3. Determinants of migration 75 
Incentives for migration: a theoretical perspective 77 
Incentives for migration: empirical evidence from eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union 

79 

Incentives for migration: lessons from southern European countries and 
Ireland 

86 

Simulating the determinants of migration 92 
4. International regulatory framework 97 
Current regime 98 
A proposal for an alternative framework 107 
Appendixes 
1.1 Survey methodology 

 
113 

1.2 Migration Statistics 115 
2.1 Remittance data 125 
2.2 Estimations of the impact of international remittances on 
macroeconomic growth 

 
127 

3.1 Estimating the determinants of migration in ECA 139 
3.2 Computable general equilibrium model of migration 147 
4.1 The impact of migrants and the receiving society: integration policies 157 
4.2 Transitional arrangement for the free movement of workers from the 
new member states 

 
163 

4.3 Undocumented immigration and vulnerabilities 167 
4.4 Incentives for criminally in migration 173 
4.5 Migrants, their families, and communities “Left Behind” 177 



4.6 Brain Drain in the ECA Region 181 
Bibliography 191 
Index 207 
Boxes 
1 Possible costs and externalities of illegal immigration 

 
16 

2 Methodology 20 
2.1 Estimating the impact of remittances on macroeconomic growth 68 
3.1 Estimating the determinants of migration in ECA 83 
3.2 Irish migration dynamics 89 
3.3 Portuguese migration dynamics 90 
4.1 Possible costs and externalities of illegal immigration 106 
4.2 Social externalities generated by migration 108 
Figures 
1 Remittances as a portion of GDP in Eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, 2004 

  
  6 
 

2 Percent distribution of remittances and population by location in 2002 9 
3 Disparities in GDP per Capita in the CEE-CIS states, 1990-2002 10 
4 Postwar emigration from Southern Europe, 1960-88 12 
5 Migrants preferences for short versus long-tern migration 18 
1.1 Transition of the migration system in the Europe and Central Asia 
region 

 
24 

1.2 Migration in top 10 sending and receiving countries and by region, 
2003 

 
25 

1.3 Natural increase (decrease) and net migration in the ECA region, 
2000,03 

31 

1.4 Net migration in western ECA and the CIS  33 
1.5 Largest migration flows involving a CIS Country, 2000, 03 36 
1.6 Largest migration flows involving a western ECA country, 2000,03 37 
1.7 Main displaced populations from the former Yugoslavia, December 
1995 

 
38 

1.8 Main displaced populations from the former Soviet Union, Mid-1990s 
1.9 Refugees and Internally displaced persons in the ECA region, 1989-
2003 

 
39 

1.10 Largest numbers of refugees, IDPS, and others of concern in the 
ECA region 2004 

 
40 

1.11 Russia, net migration by country, 1989,2003 47 
1.12 Major Migration Partners of the CIS Countries 48 
1.13 Poland: Net Migration by Country, 1992-2003 50 
1.14 Major Migration Partners of Selected Western ECA Countries 51 
1.15 Population Size of Western Europe, Western ECA, and Turkey, 
1950 to 2050 

 
52 

1.16 Population Size of the Northern and Southern FSU States, 1950 to 
2050 

 
54 

1.17 Russia: Net Migration and Natural Increase, 1980-2015 55 
2.1 Leading 20 Remittance-Receiving Countries in the World 58 
2.3 Growth rate of remittance in ECA: 1995-98 2001-04  60 
2.4 Remittances as a Share of exports in 2003 63 
2.5 Expenditure Patterns from Remittances in six ECA countries 64 
2.6 Remittances as share of total household expenditure 65 



2.7 Distribution of remittances by location in 2002 70 
2.8 Distribution of population by location in 2002 71 
3.1 Nationality Composition of Migration to Russia, 1989 to 2003 80 
3.2 Disparities in GDP per Capita in the CEE-CIS States, 1990-2002 81 
3.3 Net migration in selected Immigration countries in ECA, 1989-2003 
3.4 Net migration in selected emigration countries in ECA 

 
85 

3.5 Postwar emigration in southern Europe, 1960-88 87 
3.6 Percentage decrease in total migration flows into the EU owing to 
improvements in quality of life 

93 

3.7 Percentage increase in migration outflows from EU-15 to ECA 
countries owing to improvement in quality of life in ECA 

94 

4.1 Migrants preferences for short-versus long-term migration 110 
4.2 Percentage decrease in illegal migration into the EUY owing to 
increase in penalty for hiring illegally 

 
111 

Tables 
1.1 Population by place of birth in the USSR, 1989 

 
29 

1.2 Migration flows involving ECA countries 2000-03 
1.2a Total migration flows involving ECA countries and major partners, 
2000-03 
1.2b Percent of total emigration 
1.2c Percent of total immigration 

 
 

35 

1.3 Estimated irregular migrants 45 
2.1 Remittance flows by subregion, 2003 61 
2.2 Annual consumption and remittances per Capita by quintile 72 
3.1 Motivations for migration 78 
4.1 Regional composition of bilateral agreements 100 
4.2 Geographical distribution of bilateral migration agreements between 
CEEC and EU-15 

 
101 

4.3 Bilateral migration agreements between the EU and CEECs by 
country and type 

 
103 

4.4 Number of registered foreigners and estimated number of aliens 
living irregularly in some CIS countries, 2000 

 
104 

 


