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Chapter 1: Introduction
In the next five minutes, where else on earth could you:

B Trade information and comments with almost 25 million people around the
world?

B Get a fast answer to any question on a scientific, computing, technical, business,
investment, or other subject?

W Join over 11,000 electronic conferences, anytime, on any subject imaginable,

“broadcasting” your views, questions, and information to millions of other
participants?

It's all on the Internet!

Chapter 2: The Internet ‘ 31

Your first stop along the Information Superhighway: newsgroups devoted to the
mechanics of using the Internet and to its unique Net Culture.
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Newsgroups for business, entrepreneurship, personal investment
and legal advice, and consumer issues comprise a small but
rapidly growing collection of information exchange and person-
to-person-communications resources on the Internet.
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Politics-oriented newsgroups satisfy the innate desire of
many of us to stand up and speak our minds in the best
tradition of the old-time New England town hall meeting.
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Chapter 5: Social & Support Groups, Culture,
Religion, & Philosophy 76

While the Internet represents a triumph of the individual,
gving each of us a direct channel to millions, use of the
Net by specific social interest groups is also a strong
attraction. ‘
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A Terrier photo, and W the Mona Lisa photo, from University of Iowa Image Archives at
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Chapter 6: Hobbies, Travel, & Tourism ‘ : 113

If you're devoted to any one of dozens of interesting crafts or hobbies —woodworking,
photography, sewing, car restoration, and more—you'll find thousands of like-
minded people who share your interest. Also, if you're into collectibles, antiques, art
objects, or most anything else, you can find your own special
obsession among a rich and varied collection of newsgroups
devoted to collectors and art lovers.
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Chapter 7: Headline News o | 150

Would you like to create your own personal electronic newspaper? ClariNet news services
are available on the Internet in Usenet newsgroup format, providing Associated Press and
Reuters news wire feeds for national and local metro area news items, business and
technical features, and international news.

News Talk Newsgroups : 153
Clarinet News Features 155

Chapter 8: Entertainment & the Media | ' 160

WS  Entertainment- and media-related newsgroups on the

' Internet are rapidly evolving from their computer geek
origins of just two years ago. Nowadays, there are fan
newsgroups on the Net for nearly every musical recording
artist, author, prime-time television show, and movie.
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Chapter 9: Science, Technology, &
Education 213

Connecting our schools, colleges, and companies to
the Information Superhighway may be the single
most important thing we do this decade to
maintain this country’s economic vitality.
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Millions of computer experts access the Internet's computer- and software-related
newsgroups each day, making it by far the largest and best source for valuable technical
help on computers, peripherals, software, applications, and troubleshooting for novices,
power users, and developers alike.
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A First Apple I personal computer, from
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When it comes to talk on the Net, fans of any sport
can find a newsgroup devoted especially to them.
There are newsgroups for all American professional
sports—baseball, football, basketball, and hockey
(and their college counterparts), plus international
sports such as soccer, rugby, and cricket.
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Chapter 12: Local, University, & International
Newsgroups 300

The Internet is often touted as the global Information
Superhighway, but there are also large numbers of Net
newsgroups that are purely local in scope.
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Chapter 13: Off the Wall 315

Here are all the offbeat, tasteless, strange, and out-of-
bounds newsgroups we could find —and what a weird
place it is! There are newsgroups for UFO abductees,
Spam lovers, cross-dressers, and tattoo fetishists.

Off the Wall | ' 316

Chapter 14: Newsgroup Alpha
Directory : 331

The complete listing of over 11,000 newsgroups on the
Internet, in alphabetical order (magnifying glass not
included).

Chapter 15: Master Newsgroup Subject Index
& Finder 315

Part of the problem in using the Internet is being able to
select the newsgroups that appeal to your needs or
interests. Here are 5,823 well-chosen words to help you
find the newsgroups relattng to your specific interests and
business activities.




